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F rom 4 to 14 May, we 
held the meeting of 
provincial and regio-

nal representatives and the 
General Leadership in Rome, 
the ELM. It was a historic mo-
ment following the merger on 
4 November: for the first time, 
we were meeting as members 
of the same congregation.

Veronica Fuhrmann opened 
the meeting by pointing out 
that it is no longer a question 
of what we want to become, 
what we are looking forward to 
or what we are preparing for: it 
is about who we are and how 
we shape our new selves!

Her words were inspiring:
I firmly believe that we are 

standing at a threshold – the 
threshold of a different future 
for our congregation. Two key 
aspects of this future, as I see 
them, are:

•	 We need to embrace 
(not just accept, but also 
appreciate) uncertainty 
and transformation with 
confidence and faith, as 
essential and enduring 
features of our journey. 

•	 We need to continue 
to open our minds and 
hearts to a more compre-
hensive understanding of 
our religious life in the CJ, 
particularly with regard to 
our mission. 

Both aspects are linked to 
insecurity, letting go of the fa-
miliar, awakening, risk, per-
haps fear… And both aspects 
offer the possibility of some-
thing new, growth, positive 
energy, enthusiasm…

We were invited to embra-
ce adaptive leadership: tac-
kling complex challenges and 
leading organisations throu-

gh continuous adaptation and 
transformation.

These were days of coming 
together, of getting to know one 
another, of dialogue and warm-
th. There was no difference be-
tween us; our responsibility as 
a leadership group is to pave 
the way, to inspire transforma-
tion, and to accompany each 
member of the Congregatio 
Jesu and the whole Mary Ward 
Family, mindful that we walk in 
the presence of God.

Elena Cedeiras
CJ Centre Spain

ELM of United CJ

Pilar Urretavizcaya and Elena Cerdeiras took part in the First Extended 
Leadership Meeting of the United CJ in Rome
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On the Journey. . .
Remaining true to Mary Ward’s 

charism in the Mission 
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Esther Villahoz
CJ North Spain

F rom 8 to 12 April, we 
held the third meeting 
of the two Provinces 

of Spain in Zaragoza; howe-
ver, it was the first since the 
Merger that took place on 4 
November in Loyola, attended 
by representatives from all 
over the world.

At the gathering in Zarago-
za, we were invited to work 
with clay of different colours, 
experiencing how this mallea-
ble material ‘allows itself to be 
shaped’, taking the pot in the 
potter’s hands as an example. 
Through the use of different 
coloured clays, we sought to 
express that each of us has 
our own identity, yet we were 
invited to step outside oursel-
ves by ‘sharing’ a little of who 
we are and receiving what 
‘the other is’; and at the same 
time, through this mixture of 

multicoloured clays, we were 
invited to take part in a shared 
project: to create the part of 
the frame that would surround 
the image of Mary Ward, re-
presenting the values that 
shape her charism: SPIRI-
TUALITY, FREEDOM, JUSTI-
CE, SINCERITY, JOY AND… 
ON THE JOURNEY… 

The final result was a beau-
tiful frame in which each group 
expressed, to the best of its 
ability, the mission entrusted 
to them.

As the days went by, the fra-
me had changed. The colours 
were not as vivid, the pieces 
were no longer intact; we had 
to restore the picture because 
parts had come away, and we 
had to glue it back together 
piece by piece, trying to re-
main as faithful as possible to 
the original frame. 

All this can help us to re-
flect. We were given the task 
of reflecting an aspect of Mary 
Ward’s charism. Over time, 
however, due to a lack of hu-
midity and care, the frame be-
gan to crack… 

Turning to the day-to-day 
reality of our membership of 
the Institute founded by Mary 
Ward, I see an invitation to be 
attentive so that the ‘gold’ of 
our foundress’s charism may 
shine through our own failings; 
for God makes use of our 
frailty and ensures that, even 
though we are humble instru-
ments, He ‘makes all things 
new’, if we allow Him to.
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Annamaría Quinterio and Estela Grignola, from the general leadership, 
have visited all the communities of religious sisters in Spain – both in the 
CJ North Province and the CJ Centre Province – to speak with each and 
every one of the sisters as part of the consultation process to elect the 
next province leader, who will now lead a single Spanish province of the 

Congregation of Jesus.

A month in two provinces 
that are really one!

It is with gratitude 
and joy that we bring to 
a close our visit to the 
two provinces of Cen-
tre and North Spain. 
We are deeply grateful 
for the warm welcome 
and affection we have 
received in every place, 
for the countless acts of 
kindness shown to us – 
thank you for making 
us feel at home.

We return to Rome 
with this image in our 
hearts!
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And in this we see the 
dawns. We might think that 
dawn and dusk are opposites, 
yet we believe they are part 
of the same reality. One day 
ends and a new one begins, 
just as in the cycle of natu-
re, of life and of institutions. 
Every dawn carries within it 
the beauty of dusk.

We know that sunset and 
sunrise go hand in hand; one 
must learn to embrace sun-
sets in order to truly enjoy 
sunrises.

Annamaría Quinterio y 
Estela Grignola
CJ General Leadership

We cannot ignore that, whi-
lst visiting the various commu-
nities, we encountered cha-
llenges: sisters who are unwell, 
some of whom are elderly and 
others facing difficulties due to 
various illnesses or personal 
hardships.

What we truly witnessed 
during these days are: smiling 
faces, sisters who are close to 
those most in need, who are 
engaged with and attentive 
to what is happening in this 
world, and who are eager to 
contribute to building a better 
world. 

We heard inspiring stories 
of lives devoted to service, li-
ves that continue to give their 
all wherever they are. We 
have seen people who remain 
serene in the face of their diffi-
culties, people full of trust who 
inspire hope. Above all, what 
struck us was seeing how 
each sister’s eyes lit up as 
they contemplated the dawn 
of a new province.

Sometimes, one 
might get the 
impression of an 
inexorable sunset, 
BUT…
«Could it perhaps 
be a sunrise?»
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“When someone 
shares their life 

with you, it’s a gift”

I ’ve been with Cáritas for 
eight years; it doesn’t 
seem like a long time to 

me. I started at the request of 
the parish priest of the Sagra-
da Familia in Irún.

As Irún is a border town, the-
re is a lot of migration. Migrants 
from Africa are usually young 
people who want to cross the 
border to reach Europe. Re-
cently, women have also been 
arriving – generally divorced 
– and, of course, people from 
Latin America. The latter tend 
to find work much more quic-
kly, even if it is very precarious 
and poorly paid. Very few Spa-
nish nationals come here, but 
those who do are in very diffi-
cult situations.

In the parish, four of us 
started out, and now there 
are three of us left. The three 

of us who make up the team, 
together with the social wor-
ker from Caritas in Irún, get on 
very well. We are a close-knit 
family and help each other a 
great deal. We are a team that 
shares the work, our hopes 
and our concerns. Appoint-
ments with people are schedu-
led, and there are always two 
of us on duty at the reception 
centre.

These encounters with mi-
grants help me to see life in a di-
fferent light; they are an oppor-
tunity to realise the needs, 
concerns and hopes of those 
we welcome, and at the same 
time of the suffering world. 
Listening to their stories, their 
circumstances, their worries… 
is very painful. You take that 
anguish home with you, lo-
dged deep in your soul, and 

you cannot forget it. Their lives 
have such an impact that you 
see the need for a change in 
attitude towards life – in your 
own life. You cannot live obli-
vious to these lives so deeply 
marked by suffering.

I can say that these encoun-
ters at Caritas give me a great 
deal of strength and help me 
in my own life. When someone 
shares their life with you, it is 
a gift. Their gratitude fills you 
with joy. Ultimately, you recei-
ve so much love that you must 
reciprocate it. I feel happy to 
be able to carry out this mis-
sion at Caritas.

Charo Herrero
CJ North Spain
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Their lives have 
such a profound 
impact that you 
realise the need 
for a change in 
attitude towards 
life – in your own 
life. You cannot 
remain indifferent 
to lives so deeply 
marked by 
suffering.
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A  touch of humour made 
me reflect on the visit of 
Leo XIV from both a hu-

man and institutional perspec-
tive. The morning after the trip 
ended, a neighbour asked me: 
“What did you think of the Po-
pe’s send-off?” I thought for a 
moment and replied: “Brilliant! 
It was brilliant! What happe-
ned is so human. We prepa-
re everything with such care 
so that it turns out perfectly 
and suddenly… Plaf!” That 
unexpected final mishap—the 
breakdown of the papal pla-
ne in Tenerife and the Head 
of State´s offer to loan his air-
craft—summed up the essen-
ce of the trip: institutions are 
made by and for human be-
ings, and their true greatness 
lies not in bureaucratic infalli-
bility, but in their capacity for 
response and mutual aid in the 
face of reality.

I have been following the 
evolution of Church - State 
relations in Spain for years as 
Spain is a young democracy. 

Beyond Protocol: 
Reflections Following the Visit 

of Leo XIV
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Cecilia O’Dwyer
CJ Centro España

This visit demonstrated how 
both spheres have learned to 
respect each other and colla-
borate, complementing their 
speeches in an enriching dia-
lectic. Far from complacency, 
this institutional maturity requi-
red courage to address shared 
wounds. This became clear in 
the most sensitive issues, such 
as the King’s speech addres-
sing the crisis of sexual abuse 
and the Pope’s subsequent 
meeting with victims. Seeking 
“truth and reparation,” even 
while generating tensions, 
showed that both institutions 
no longer look at each other 
from pedestals, but rather from 
a shared acceptance of their 
own responsibilities.

The historic event in the 
Parliament reflected the res-
pect and harmony achieved. 
In response to the proposal by 
the Speaker of the Congress, 
Francina Armengol, to consoli-
date institutions as “spaces for 
encounter,” the Pope raised 

the moral bar by reminding le-
gislators that laws must serve 
the inviolable dignity of the per-
son, firmly warning against the 
“throwaway culture.” Although 
the current political landscape 
tends toward partisan confron-
tation, both chambers offered 
a unanimous 7-minute stan-
ding ovation: an oasis of res-
pect that backed the papal call 
to bury divisive narratives.

This vision extended to 
other sectors of society. Be-
fore the business sector, cul-
ture, and education, Leo XIV 
and civil authorities agreed 
on the urgency of humanizing 
the economy and transfor-
ming classrooms into spaces 
for critical thinking, placing the 
common good ahead of blind 
productivity. Likewise, coordi-
nation shone brightly when ad-
dressing the migrant crisis in 
the Atlantic; the local Church’s 
on the ground diagnosis 
allowed the Pope to demand 
safe legal pathways in the Ca-

nary Islands, aligning with the 
Government in the search for 
responsible border protection.

This institutional and human 
pulse shone out at a gathering 
of over 600,000 young people. 
There, Leo XIV did not speak 
from rigid dogma, but from ac-
tion, urging them to use the 
digital environment ethically 
and to become “the sparks of 
a new humanity” through ser-
vice. 

Ultimately, the visit leaves 
us with a great lesson: the se-
paration of Church and State 
is not a cold detachment, but 
an opportunity to collaborate 
based on mutual respect. A 
moral compass reminding us 
that institutions exist to serve 
human beings, especially tho-
se whom history tends to leave 
on the margins.
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La Rosaleda and the Cecilio Rodríguez Gardens in the Retiro Park
During April, we enjoyed a lovely visit to the Retiro Park in Madrid, 

exploring La Rosaleda and the Cecilio Rodríguez Gardens, two areas of 
great beauty and tranquillity. Surrounded by flowers, trees and charming 
little corners, we had the chance to enjoy the richness of nature and even 
a peacock that posed with us for a photo.

IN BRIEF
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La comunidad de El Soto, 
paseos por Madrid

Alcobendas Park – Peace Bell

We also visited a park in Alcobendas where 
the Peace Bell is located, a replica of the traditio-
nal Japanese bell situated at the United Nations 
headquarters in New York. This monument sym-
bolises the desire for peace amongst peoples and 
pays tribute to the victims of the Second World 
War. 

The visit encouraged us to reflect on the im-
portance of harmony, dialogue and each person’s 
commitment to building a more fraternal and pea-
ceful world.
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I  spent more than 40 years 
dedicated to teaching, du-
ring which time I truly felt 

very happy and fulfilled, but 
deep down I always harboured 
a dream: “When I retire, I want 
to devote myself to voluntee-
ring”.

During the pandemic, this 
dream gradually took shape, 
and once it was over, I decided 
to take the plunge into retire-
ment and try to make it a reali-
ty. I succeeded.

From the very beginning, I 
knew that my place was at Ca-
ritas. As Pope Francis used to 
say, “Caritas is the Church’s 
caress to its people”. So I sig-
ned up for the training course 
that was required of us and 
started working at the UPA 
(Pastoral Unit) in Amara, whe-
re I still work today. I carry out 
this work with joy, dedication 
and a great deal of gratitude, 
both towards the team I work 
with and the families we su-
pport. Most of them are of Latin 
American origin, although we 
have also welcomed people 
from Ukraine, Mongolia, Sene-

gal, Nepal… though they are 
always in the minority.

The cornerstones of my 
work are: welcoming, liste-
ning, supporting, advising, 
delivering cooked meals and 
providing financial assistance. 
Listening, welcoming and su-
pporting play a fundamental 
role in their lives. These are 
people who have practically 
nothing. They need to open up, 
to be listened to and to be hel-
ped. They knock on our door 
and feel an urgent need to be 
looked after.

I feel very happy to be brin-
ging a little warmth and hope 
into their lives and to be able to 
help by doing my bit, but the-
re are days when a deep sad-
ness takes hold of me when I 
realise I can’t do everything I’d 
like to. They are very grateful 
and very happy with what they 
receive. As we continue to su-
pport them, we’re seeing sma-
ll steps of progress and signs 
that they’re beginning to climb 
out of that ‘pit’ in which so many 
find themselves. When this ha-
ppens, we celebrate it together 

with joy. I’m so proud to be able 
to work at Caritas!

The year after I started wor-
king at the UPA in Amara, I also 
joined Bidelagun, where seve-
ral Caritas projects are run, 
including teaching Spanish to 
migrants who make the streets 
their home – the ‘homeless’. I 
owe it all to our sister Camino. 
She was working there and, 
as a teacher of Language and 
Literature, I accepted the role 
straight away.

It was a huge challenge for 
me because I’d never worked 
in language teaching before, 
let alone with foreign learners, 
but when you want to do good, 
nothing can stop you. At first we 
were just teaching the langua-
ge, but little by little we started 
to make sure they could have 
breakfast before class; we vo-
lunteers committed ourselves 
to making that happen, and la-
ter our role wasn’t just limited 
to teaching them the langua-
ge and providing breakfast, 
but we added something extra 
that’s very important to me: ‘lis-
tening to them, being there for 

Caritas, 
my second home
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Anselma de la Pisa
CJ Norte España

them and helping them in any 
way we can’. The rest is taken 
care of by the social workers 
employed by the organisation.

This academic year has 
seen our largest group of vo-
lunteers yet; we have 10 tea-
chers and an average of 10 
pupils per class; due to their 
personal circumstances, there 
is a lot of turnover and chan-
ges throughout the academic 
year.

Once a term, we teachers 
meet to carry out an evaluation 
and see what can be improved. 
We also usually organise a so-
cial gathering with them once 
a term, which, together with 
the quarterly cultural or leisure 
outings, helps them feel more 
integrated.

This journey, shared with 
other volunteers, strengthens 
my commitment day by day, 
leading me to walk alongside 
the suffering, fragility and hope 
of so many people facing vul-
nerability and social exclusion; 
in turn, it leads me to share 
with them not only the hards-
hips of their lives, but also their 
joys and achievements.

I feel privileged to be able 
to share their pain, sow hope, 

embrace their joy, receive their 
smiles and hear their gratitude.

Every day when I walk into 
the classroom, I feel a great 
joy within me: they welcome 
me happily, gratefully, without 
frowns, without complaints 
and… you know full well that 
they haven’t slept well, that 
they aren’t well, that they 
aren’t… For me, it’s a constant 
learning experience.

They leave an indelible mark 
on me; I receive far more than 
I give. By their side, I learn to 
be more human, to think more 
of others, to give and to give of 
myself.

It also moves me when I see 
them sad – a sadness that’s 
hard to put into words – but I’m 
grateful for their warmth, their 
gratitude, their kindness… 
even though the winter cold, 
fear and loneliness are often 
their constant companions.

That “Good morning, how 
are you, thank you, see you 
tomorrow, teacher” is a daily 
ritual. The initial morning gree-
ting, exchanged by both sides, 
provides an opportunity to 
have a conversation with them 
before the lesson begins and 
to see how we can meet their 

basic needs, how we can su-
pport them so that their quality 
of life improves little by little, 
and to try, as far as possible, 
to foster personal autonomy 
and social inclusion. I am awa-
re that we still have a long way 
to go.

This academic year I have 
had students from very diffe-
rent places: Moroccans, Alge-
rians (who make up the largest 
group), Mauritanians, Nige-
rians, Senegalese, Turks, Ne-
palese, Gazans and James, 
an 80-year-old American who 
brings us so much joy every 
day. Thank you all for giving 
me this wonderful opportunity.

I’ll finish with some words 
that we’re often reminded of 
from time to time, and which I 
want to become a reality in my 
life:

Welcoming, listening, smi-
ling, accompanying, going 
for walks… it is the volunteer 
who best expresses that ‘what 
we have received for free, we 
must give for free’.
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O n 29 May, the play-
ground at Irlandesas 
Madrid school was 

filled with colour, smiles, sha-
red learning and a great deal 
of excitement. It was time to 
celebrate the conclusion of “La 
ropa viajera: el viaje de una 
prenda por el mundo” (Tra-
velling Clothes: A Garment’s 
Journey Around the World), a 
Service-Learning project that 
has accompanied Year 3 ESO 
pupils throughout the school 
year and has left an unforge-
ttable mark on all those who 
took part.

The event was much more 
than an exhibition of work or 
a presentation of results. It 
was a celebration of the jour-
ney we have taken together. A 
space to pause, look back and 
recognise just how much we 

can learn when education con-
nects with reality, sparks ques-
tions and invites us to engage 
with the world around us. 

Over the past few months, 
the pupils have followed the 
journey of an item of clothing 
from its origin to its final des-
tination. A journey that has 
enabled them to discover the 
complex processes of design, 
production, marketing and dis-
tribution that lie behind some-
thing as everyday as a T-shirt 
or a pair of trousers. But it has 
also led them to look beyond 
the labels, asking themselves 
about the environmental im-
pact of the textile industry and 
the working conditions of the 
people employed in it.

Gradually, these questions 
gave way to greater aware-
ness. How much water is nee-

ded to make a garment? What 
happens to the clothes we 
no longer wear? Who makes 
them, and under what condi-
tions? Do we really need to 
buy as much as we do? Throu-
gh research, analysis and 
discussion, the pupils have 
discovered that our everyday 
decisions have consequences 
that affect places and people 
far removed from us.

One of the key lessons from 
the project has been gaining 
an understanding of the circu-
lar economy. In contrast to the 
‘use and throw away’ mentali-
ty that characterises fast fas-
hion, the pupils have explored 
more responsible and sustai-
nable alternatives: consuming 
less, looking after clothes be-
tter, repairing them, reusing 
them, recycling them, or giving 

Clothes that travel:  
when learning  
also transforms
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garments a new lease of life 
through swapping or buying 
second-hand. In short, they 
have learnt that there are other 
ways of relating to resources 
and to the planet.

More than just fabric 
hearts

However, perhaps one of 
the most special moments of 
the project was the sewing 
workshop held alongside vo-
lunteers from the Kambia 
Foundation and other local 
organisations. Sewing machi-
nes, scissors, thread, colourful 
fabrics and many shared con-
versations helped to create 
more than just fabric hearts. 
Each one was made to be do-
nated to breast cancer patients 
via La Paz University Hospital. 
Whilst sewing, the students 
experienced something funda-
mental: that learning takes on 
a different meaning when it be-
comes a concrete act of care 
and service towards others.

Furthermore, the project’s 
final exhibition provided an 
opportunity to learn about spe-
cific initiatives committed to a 

Sewing workshops were held at the school, led by volunteers 
from the Kambia Foundation and older people from the 
neighbourhood’s senior centres. They taught the pupils how 
to make patterns and sew. They made fabric hearts which 
were later given to breast cancer patients. Learning became a 
form of care

A group of students pose with some of the fabric hearts made 
in the sewing workshops, as they were being donated to La 
Paz Hospital in Madrid for breast cancer patients. In the 
photo, they are pictured alongside the school’s headteacher, 
Beatriz López Quesada, and several nurses from the hospital.
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more humane and sustainable 
approach to fashion. These in-
cluded development projects 
led by the Kambia Foundation 
in countries such as Nepal, In-
dia and Albania, where textile 
and craft production serves as 
a means of creating opportuni-
ties and fostering self-reliance 
for many people. Through the 
creation of handcrafted pro-
ducts, which are subsequently 
marketed by the Foundation, 
an alternative model to fast 
fashion is promoted—one ba-
sed on respect for labour ri-
ghts, the dignity of workers, 
and more conscious and res-
ponsible consumption. 

Here at the JPIC Office, we 
have been fortunate to accom-
pany this process and witness 

De izda. a dcha.: Elena García (profesora de Irlandesas Madrid), Juani Romero (profesora de Irlandesas Madrid)  
María Llinás (Fundación Kambia), Teresa López Quesada (Hospital La Paz), Estíbaliz Rubio (Fundación Kambia), 
Pilar López (Fundación Kambia), Marta Santos, Oficina JPIC CJ, Ángel Hernández (profesor de Irlandesas Madrid)
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Marta Santos Romero
Responsable JPIC CJ España

how it has fostered awareness, 
critical thinking and commit-
ment. We would therefore like 
to express our most sincere 
gratitude to the teaching staff 
responsible for allowing us to 
take part. It has been a privi-
lege to be involved in develo-
ping an educational program-
me that so naturally integrates 
the curriculum objectives with 
education in the shared values 
of Justice, Peace and Integrity 
of Creation.

Experiences such as this, 
through Service-Learning pro-
jects, enable us to explore 
education not merely as the 
transmission of knowledge, 
but as a discovery of the inter-
dependence that binds us to 
other people and to the planet, 

thereby developing empathy, 
taking on responsibilities and 
cultivating a desire to contri-
bute to the common good. It 
is precisely these values that 
inspire our work at JPIC and 
which we have seen take sha-
pe throughout this project.

That is why we wish to ac-
knowledge and express our 
special gratitude for the com-
mitment shown by the schools 
of the Mary Ward Educational 
Foundation, with whom we 
share membership of the great 
Mary Ward Family. Initiatives 
such as ‘La ropa viajera’ are a 
testament to an education that 
seeks to nurture competent, 
conscientious, compassiona-
te and committed individuals; 
young people capable of un-

derstanding the challenges 
of our time and responding to 
them through hope and action.

The school year has now 
ended, but the journey of ‘La 
ropa viajera’ continues. It con-
tinues in every question that 
now informs these young peo-
ple’s consumer choices, in 
every gesture of care towards 
people and the planet, and in 
the conviction that a different 
way of relating to our world is 
possible.
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Seniors for the Planet

Mayores por el Planeta (an initiative of the Justice, Peace and Integrity 
of Creation Office in Spain) is a platform that gives a voice to the views, 

experiences and knowledge of older people in the face of the environmental 
challenges of our time. Through reflection, dialogue and the sharing of 

personal stories, it promotes greater awareness of the need to care for the 
Earth and highlights the contribution of older generations to building a more 

sustainable and caring future.

A lifetime’s experience dedicated to caring for our 
planet

Are you over 70 and living in Spain?  
Your voice matters.  

Your experience matters.  
Your planet matters.
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We’ve been through a lot. We’ve learnt a lot. Now is 
the time to share it with the world.

What can you share?

•	 Your views on the current state of the planet.
•	 Ideas and suggestions for improving things.
•	 Experiences of initiatives that are already yielding 

positive results.
•	 Reflections on the profound changes we need as 

a society.
•	 The things we older people want to say and 

which deserve to be heard.

How can you take part?

In whatever way suits you best:
•	 A sentence.
•	 A short message.
•	 A longer article or reflection.
•	 A photograph of yourself to accompany your 

message.
•	 An image that inspires you or represents what 

you want to express.
•	 Your name, and, if you wish, your age too.

At Mayores por el Planeta, we want to listen to older people and highlight their knowledge, wis-
dom and ideas for our planet.

We have lived through decades of change. We have seen our villages, our towns, our countrysi-
de, our seas and our climate transform. We have learnt a great deal throughout our lives. We now 
believe that this experience, this knowledge and this wisdom are needed more than ever.

We are living in a time when the effects of environmental degradation and climate change are 
becoming increasingly visible. We know we cannot remain indifferent. We need to reflect together, 
share experiences and put forward ideas that will help build a better future for present and future 
generations. That is why we invite you, living in Spain, to take part in Mayores por el Planeta.

And if you’d like to share your experience more widely, you can also take part in a video or po-
dcast interview. We’d love to hear from you.

Every voice counts. Every ex-
perience contributes. Every re-
flection can help raise aware-
ness and inspire hope.

We want to hear your views on 
any issue relating to caring for 
the planet, nature, society, the 
economy, culture, justice, tech-
nology or the values we need to 
build a more humane and sustai-
nable future.



 22  Conecta 114 Conecta 114 

T he auditorium of the 
Irlandesas El Soto 
school recently hos-

ted ‘Stories that Inspire’, an 
event organised by the Kam-
bia Foundation which brought 
together two former pupils of 
the Mary Ward Educational 
Foundation’s schools: Irene 
Villa and Teresa Silva. During 
the event, moderated by tea-
cher and journalist Elena Gui-
sasola, both shared personal 
experiences marked by adver-
sity, but also by determination, 
hard work and a positive atti-
tude in the face of adversity. 
They both recalled, with great 
fondness, many moments from 
their school days and highligh-

ted the values they had learnt 
at the Irlandesas schools.

These values are directly 
linked to the realities faced by 
children and the women at the 
heart of the projects run by the 
Kambia Foundation in extre-
mely vulnerable communities 
around the world.

Their testimonies particu-
larly resonated with the young 
people in the audience, who 
actively took part in the ques-
tion-and-answer session, 
raising concerns about their 
future and how to adapt to 
unexpected situations.

One of the messages that 
resonated most strongly du-
ring the afternoon was the im-

Inspiring stories:  
 event with  

Irene Villa and Teresa Silva

Rocío Aguilar-Tablada
Kambia M. W. International

portance of attitude. Both Ire-
ne and Teresa agreed that we 
cannot always choose what 
happens to us, but we can 
choose how we respond to it. A 
simple yet profound reflection 
that left a lasting impression 
on those present.

An inspiring afternoon that 
highlighted the power of exam-
ple and the strength of people 
who, through their stories, help 
others to keep going.
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`2030Generation´
The voice of European youth 
ahead of the UN High-Level 

Political Forum

W hat happens when 
you bring together 
the enthusiasm, 

commitment and critical thin-
king of young people from di-
fferent corners of the world? 
The answer is hope in action. 
At the non-governmental or-
ganisation CJ (which has con-
sultative status with the UN), 
we have taken a decisive step 
towards internationalising a 
project of which we are deeply 
proud: ‘2030 Generation’.

Our main aim at present was 
to bring together young peo-
ple across Europe to discuss 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), which are due 
to be formally reviewed this 
year at the HLPF (High-Level 
Political Forum, or the UN’s 

High-Level Political Forum). 
We want to ensure that the 
genuine views of young peo-
ple on the ground reach 
the United Nations directly. 
Just a few days ago, our You-
th Representative, Laura Sán-
chez-Matamoros Muñiz, led 
a virtual meeting that brought 
together young people from 
Ukraine, Italy, Germany, Spain 
and even Australia (adding 
global perspectives to our Eu-
ropean core). During this dialo-
gue, held in English, they sha-
red their backgrounds, studies, 
jobs and, above all, the driving 
force behind our interest in the 
SDGs and the UN Agenda. 
During the meeting, specific 
aspects of SDGs 6, 7, 9, 11 
and 17 that affect communi-

ties in each country were dis-
cussed. The young people 
gave their views and shared 
the reality in their countries. 
We did not limit ourselves 
to superficial theory; the five 
of us raised uncomfortable 
questions and engaged in 
much-needed debates struc-
tured around four key themes 
being assessed at this year’s 
forum.

1.	 Sustainable cities and 
communities (SDG 11): 
We analysed the serious 
problem of access to and 
the cost of housing, which 
prevents young people 
from becoming indepen-
dent; the falling birth rate 
in our countries; the alar-
ming lack of green spa-
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ces in large cities; and 
everyday problems such 
as noise pollution and 
consumerism.

2.	 Industry, Innovation 
and Infrastructure (SDG 
9): We debated whether 
today’s buildings are truly 
environmentally friend-
ly or whether they suffer 
from planned obsoles-
cence. We also called for 
urban design centred on 
clean mobility (bicycles, 
efficient trains) rather than 
being 100 per cent gea-
red towards private cars, 
as well as advocating for 
high-speed internet as an 
affordable, guaranteed ri-
ght to enable remote wor-
king and rural education.

3.	 Affordable and Clean 
Energy (SDG 7): What 
percentage of a young 
person’s monthly budget 
goes towards paying for 
electricity or heating? We 
highlighted the need for 
public subsidies to enable 
young tenants to access 
renewable energy, and 
put forward an innovative 
proposal: the creation of 
‘Climate/Energy Shelters’ 
in public spaces to protect 
vulnerable groups during 
heatwaves or periods of 
extreme cold.

4.	 Clean water and sanita-
tion (SDG 6): We share 
our views on the recent 
droughts and floods in 
Europe, the real afforda-

bility of water for students 
and homeless people, the 
availability of free drinking 
water in schools and uni-
versities, and the growing 
concern across Europe 
about the presence of mi-
croplastics in tap water.

On 8 July, these young 
people will take part in a 
side event at the UN HLPF 
alongside young people from 
around the world, where they 
will discuss and present the 
issues raised at this meeting, 
and together they will seek to 
find creative yet effective so-
lutions to each problem at a 
‘glocal’ level.
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T o mark Pope Leo 
XIV’s visit to Madrid, 
more than 200 young 

people from the schools run 
by the Mary Ward Educational 
Foundation had the opportu-
nity to enjoy an experience 
that will remain in the hearts of 
many of them.

It all began on Friday; throu-
gh various games, the pupils 
were able to get to know one 

another better and discover 
that, although they come from 
different places, they are part 
of the same family: that of 
Mary Ward.

Saturday morning was de-
voted to reflection. Through 
various activities, they were 
able to learn more about Pope 
Leo XIV, gain a better unders-
tanding of his mission within 
the Church and delve deeper 

into the theme of the gathe-
ring, ‘Lift up your eyes’. An in-
vitation to look up, to look be-
yond oneself, to discover God 
in everyday life and to look to 
the future with hope.

In the afternoon came one 
of the most special moments 
of the weekend: the Youth Vigil 
in Lima Square. Together with 
thousands of young people, 
they shared songs, prayer, si-

Pope Leo XIV visits Spain:  
“Lift up your eyes”
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lence and celebration. It was 
a moving experience that hel-
ped them feel part of a living, 
young Church full of hope. At 
this time, they were also ac-
companied by Sisters Jose-
fina (CJ) and Anselma (CJ), 
who shared in the joy and ex-
citement of this gathering with 
them.

On Sunday, the celebration 
of the Corpus Christi Mass, 

presided over by Pope Leo 
XIV, brought these intense and 
meaningful days to a close. It 
was a time to give thanks for 
everything we had experien-
ced, for the new friendships, 
for the shared encounters and 
for all that God had bestowed 
upon us along the way.

The experience may have 
come to an end, but the mes-
sage continues to resonate: to 

lift our gaze to discover God in 
our lives, to recognise those 
walking alongside us, and to 
continue building, together, a 
world full of hope, brotherhood 
and goodness.



        +34 915 012 189

+34 659 220 956

comunicacion@ibvm.es

If you would like to collaborate with the Conecta
newsletter by writing, sending some photographs,
suggesting a topic, or telling us something
interesting to share, please contact us!

GET CONNECTED TO CONECTA 


